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Single mom builds brighter future with WTG

College allows sophomore to explore many options

Addie Washington 
of River Falls, a 
sophomore at Beloit 
College, is taking 
full advantage of 
her academic and 
extracurricular 
experiences. 

Even at 19, she 
recognizes that 
everything—
each class, poetry 
reading, musi-
cal performance, 
even a lecture by a 
visiting economist, 
on a subject in which she 
thought she had no inter-
est whatsoever   —has the 
potential to spark ideas and 
pique her curiosity about 

new subjects and different 
perspectives. 

By the end of this academic 
year, with the help of her 

faculty advi-
sor, she will 
have woven 
her interests 
into an aca-
demic major. 
Until then, 
Addie is en-
joying every 
moment of 
her explora-
tion. 

She can see 
her future tak-
ing a number 
of directions. 

She wants to do an intern-
ship through Beloit College, 
fi nd ways to further embrace 
a love of travel, live in an 
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Eager to fi nish her 
high school require-
ments and begin 
her college career, 
Danielle Seib of Big 
Bend enrolled in 
the Youth Options 
Program at Mount 
Mary College, al-
lowing her to earn 
both high school 
and college credits 
simultaneously. 

With 12 credits 
already on her 
transcript, Danielle entered 
Mount Mary on the “fast 
track” program in the fall of 
2007 and is due to gradu-

ate as a fi ne arts major in 
December 2010.

Danielle’s accomplishments 

are all 
the more 
impressive 
because she 
achieved 
them while 
raising 
a young 
daughter. 
“I found 
Mount 
Mary to 
be a really 
supportive 

place for me. 
My family 

and everyone who knows 
me sees what a different 
person I am today because of 

Danielle Seib of Big Bend will  graduate from Mount Mary 
College in December after only three-and-a-half years.
Danielle Seib of Big Bend will graduate from Mount Mary
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Addie Washington of River Falls appreciates the many 
opportunities at Beloit College.
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Mount Mary,” says Danielle.

The fi rst in her family to pursue a bachelor’s de-
gree, Danielle relied on the emotional support of 
her family and the fi nancial support provided by 
the Wisconsin Tuition Grant. “I’ll have very little 
debt when I fi nish and can’t say enough about 
what the WTG means to me. I wasn’t over-
whelmed by fi nancial worries while at Mount 
Mary, and I think the lack of stress about money 
allowed me to do better in my classes.”

Danielle’s fi nancial assistance package includes 
a work-study job of 30+ hours a week in the 
Mount Mary Admissions Offi ce and the Gradu-
ate Division Offi ce.  At the same time, she also 
serves as an informal roving ambassador for the 
college. During a recent encounter at a local 
restaurant, Danielle helped another customer 
who had a friend interested in attending Mount 

Mary. Danielle made such a positive impression 
that several weeks later the “interested friend” 
applied and will begin classes this fall.

Also committed to co-curricular activities, 
Danielle hopes to revitalize the Student Parent 
Alliance, a group dedicated to offering support 
services to other young mothers. She feels the 
college is sensitive to the challenges faced by 
students who are also parents, but could benefi t 
from a group that continues to identify the is-
sues that affect all students.

Soon to complete her undergraduate stud-
ies, Danielle may pursue an MBA at Mount 
Mary. The support provided by the Wisconsin 
Tuition Grant enabled Danielle to reach her fi rst 
academic goal. Now she is highly motivated to 
achieve the advanced academic credentials that 
will secure her future and her daughter’s.
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Alverno College Milwaukee
Beloit College Beloit

Cardinal Stritch University Milwaukee
Carroll University Waukesha
Carthage College Kenosha

Concordia University Wisconsin Mequon
Edgewood College Madison

Lakeland College Sheboygan
Lawrence University Appleton
Marian University Fond du Lac

Marquette University Milwaukee
Milwaukee Institute of Art & Design Milwaukee
Milwaukee School of Engineering Milwaukee

Mount Mary College Milwaukee
Northland College Ashland

Ripon College Ripon
St. Norbert College De Pere

Silver Lake College Manitowoc
Viterbo University La Crosse

Wisconsin Lutheran College Milwaukee

Getting a bachelor's 
degree isn't only for 

students just out 
of high school.  In 

2009, one-fourth of 
the undergraduates 

at Wisconsin’s private 
colleges were adult 

students, compared to 
only 14 percent at the 
UW four-year schools.

Source: National Center for 
Education Statistics

urban setting someday, and make a differ-
ence in other people’s lives. 

English courses have always been favor-
ites, and teaching is a possibility.  “I think 
I would enjoy teaching, and it would be 
rewarding for me,” she says. “It’s a con-
junction of the psychology of it and the 
social interaction and being able to see the 
work you’re doing in other people’s lives. 
That’s something I’ve found I really seek.”

Addie also felt a strong sense of satisfac-
tion in her job last summer at a facility for 
the elderly in River Falls. 

“Working there was challenging, but I 
found I really liked it,” she says. “I was 
involved with individual care of the 
residents—bathing residents, getting 
people up, and monitoring their activities. 
I had never really thought about health 
care, but the social aspect and the hands-
on part really appealed to me.”

Addie’s upbringing is more interna-
tional than most. She spent her formative 
years—from about 9 to 13—living in 
Kathmandu, Nepal, where her parents 
were working. The 100 students in her 
international school claimed citizenship in 

more than 20 nations. It’s not surprising 
that she found Beloit’s international profi le 
appealing and that study abroad sits atop 
her “must do” list. 

Addie is grateful for the help that made 
her Beloit education possible.  Originally, 
she considered a gap year of travel and 
work, but when she learned that addi-
tional fi nancial aid was available to her 
(in part through the Wisconsin Tuition 
Grant), she came directly to college. “I’m 
really glad that I did,” she says. “I want 
to make the most of my opportunities at 
Beloit.”
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