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WTG works well “fore” Ripon golfer

Local WTG scholar comes home to Northland

Caleb Durward did 
not have to go far from 
home to fi nd a great 
education.  

A native of Washburn, 
Caleb found the ideal 
school in Northland 
College, located in 
neighboring Ashland. 
As a high school 
senior, all of Caleb’s 
classes were at North-
land through a special 
dual-enrollment pro-
gram.  “That gave me 
a good idea of what 
the professors and student 
body were like, as well as a 
general sense of the campus.  
I intended it as a feeler,” he 
said, “to test out the college 

experience before deciding 
where I wanted to go after 
high school.”  Now Caleb 
is a senior at Northland, 
double-majoring in English 

and writing 
with a minor in 
philosophy, an 
educational path 
that’s been easier 
thanks to the 
fi nancial help of 
the Wisconsin 
Tuition Grant.

“My writing 
has improved 
immensely 
since coming 

to the college,” 
said Caleb, who 
eventually hopes to 

become a writer or teacher.  
After a year at a Minnesota 
college, Caleb decided to 
come “home” to Northland.  

continued on page 2

As a double 
major in math 
and business 
administra-
tion, Billy 
Kollatz likes 
crunching 
numbers now, 
but when 
the affable 
young man 
from Green-
fi eld and his 
working-class 
family de-
cided to target 
a private 
education, the 
numbers were 
sobering.

“Getting the Wisconsin 
Tuition Grant was huge for 
me because it helped me 
afford this great education 
that I am receiving,” Billy 
says.  “Without that money, it 
would have been much more 
diffi cult for me to pay for 
school, and I probably would 
not have been able to afford 
such a great private college.”

Being the fi rst in his family 
to attend college didn’t stop 
Billy from knowing what 
he wanted out of a college 
degree.

“Having a private school edu-
Billy Kollatz, of Greenfi eld, combines his 
love of golf with a passion for business as a 
senior at Ripon College.

Billy Kollatz of Greenfield combines his

WTG

Northland College is the perfect "fi t" for local resident 
Caleb Durward of Washburn,  an aspiring writer.
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cation was very important to my family and me 
and at Ripon especially, we knew I wasn’t going 
to be just a number.  I was going to have one-on-
one contact with professors whenever I needed 
them and not be taught by teaching assistants.”

As a senior, Billy seems to have found the bal-
ance between academics and athletics.  He’s 
played varsity golf for three years and is one of 
the most consistent players on the team, while 
continuing to keep his grades up.

“Billy has been such an asset. He’ll try anything 
to improve, always has a good attitude and is one 
of my go-to guys for favors like helping drive 
somewhere or carry practice equipment,” says 
Cody Pinkston, Ripon’s head golf coach.  “On 
top of that, he’s one of the strongest academical-
ly—that’s important to all the coaches here, but 
it’s especially so for me.”

Through Ripon’s Student Support Services 
offi ce, Billy was able to secure an internship 
with Alliance Laundry Systems, working in the 
international marketing department.  His time is 
more compressed than when he fi rst arrived on 
campus, but he says making it all work is good 
preparation for life.

“One of the main challenges of playing a varsity 
sport is the amount of time that must be spent 
practicing and traveling as well. This cuts se-
verely into the amount of time we have to devote 
to homework and studying,” Billy admits. “One 
of the rewards, however, is that it helps us learn 
to manage our time better and teaches us how 
the real world is going to be.”

This level of discipline that will serve Billy 
Kollatz well both on the golf course and in the 
business world..
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Alverno College Milwaukee
Beloit College Beloit

Cardinal Stritch University Milwaukee
Carroll University Waukesha
Carthage College Kenosha

Concordia University Wisconsin Mequon
Edgewood College Madison

Lakeland College Sheboygan
Lawrence University Appleton
Marian University Fond du Lac

Marquette University Milwaukee
Milwaukee Institute of Art & Design Milwaukee
Milwaukee School of Engineering Milwaukee

Mount Mary College Milwaukee
Northland College Ashland

Ripon College Ripon
St. Norbert College De Pere

Silver Lake College Manitowoc
Viterbo University La Crosse

Wisconsin Lutheran College Milwaukee

In 2007-2008, WAICU- 
member instutions 

awarded nearly 
38,000 bachelor's 
degrees.  Among 

them were 51% of all  
nursing degrees and 
33% of all business 

degrees granted by all 
Wisconsin colleges, 

both public and private. 

Source: WAICU research 
archives

When asked why he chose Northland, 
he replied, “I love the teaching staff. My 
liberal arts education requirements have 
all been more fun, and more educational, 
than I once imagined they could be.  The 
teachers were the main reason I came 
back, and they did not disappoint," said 
Caleb.  He added, “I also retain knowledge 
a lot better if I can talk during the class.  
Most of Northland’s classes devote time 
to discussion, which is something you 
really can’t do at a larger college. This by 
itself would have made Northland the best 
choice for me.”

Caleb is also an active member in both his 
on-campus and off-campus communities.  
He has worked with toddlers in the local 
Head Start program and canvassed for the 
Ashland area’s Alliance for Sustainability.  
He also starred in the play, “By the Bog of 
Cats,” put on by The 4th Wall, Northland’s 
student theater group, and afterward got 
a part in a production of “Talk Radio” 
put on by StageNorth, the local commu-
nity theater.  Caleb has also been elected 
as treasurer for the Northland College 
Student Association, and is the editor for 
Northland’s annual literary journal, Mosaic.

With one more year before graduation, 
Caleb said, “I’ve been incredibly happy 
with Northland and what this school has 
done for my education.  Without the WTG 
I would not have been able to go to here.  
My education would have been a lot dif-
ferent.”

As for his plans after graduation, Caleb 
has been considering continuing on in a 
graduate program or teaching English to 
speakers of other languages in a foreign 
country.  But, he said, “wherever I go, 
I know that I will put the skills I have 
learned here at Northland to good use.”
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