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and brightest need financial help 

to attend the college of their 

choice.

The State of Wisconsin created 

the Wisconsin Tuition Grant 

(WTG) in 1965 to help qualified 

Wisconsin citizens to succeed. 

Fully one-third of the low-income 

students who apply for the WTG 

are turned away every year 

for lack of funds. Each month 

WTG Achievers brings you 

success stories of Wisconsinites 

for whom the WTG has made a 

significant difference.
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WTG clears a path from the north woods to a career

Edgewood student leads by example with help of WTG

continued on page 2

When Zachary 
Uher’s name is 
said on Edgewood 
College’s campus, 
it is likely every-
one will know 
exactly who he is.

In his year-and-a-
half at Edgewood, 
the Amherst native 
has become a 
member of numer-
ous organizations, 
including the col-
lege’s Rotaract club 
(he was a co-founder 
and treasurer) and Students 
in Free Enterprise, or SIFE 
(he’s the vice president).

Zach’s full days and nights 
constitute the college 
experience he was looking 
for. “I had visited a lot of 

schools before 
Edgewood 
College,” 
he recalls. 
“Edgewood 
‘felt’ right. Ev-
eryone is  nice 
here; it really 
feels like a 
college com-
munity and 
it felt like a 
place I could 
fi t in.”

Zach’s open-
ness to college 

life go well beyond his own 
experiences. He’s served as 
a “peer leader” and as an 
“S.O.S.” guide, helping this 
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Rebecca Voigt, a 
southern Wis-
consin native, has 
found her niche at 
Northland College. 
Rebecca’s passion 
for literature and 
the outdoors led 
her to the north 
woods, but when 
she found the ma-
jor that was right 
for her and got 
involved in student 
organizations that 
excited her, she was 
really hooked. 

With help from the Wis-

consin Tuition Grant and 
other fi nancial aid from 
Northland College, Voigt is 

now pursuing 
her dream of 
becoming a 
teacher.

After graduat-
ing from 
West Bend 
East High 
School in 
the spring of 
2008, Voigt 
came directly 
to Northland. 

“I came to 
Northland because I wanted 
to be close to the woods, 
the lake,” says Voigt. ”I was 

Rebecca Voigt, from West Bend, will eventually take her 
passion for photography and painting into the classroom.
Rebecca Voigt from West Bend will eventually take her
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Zachary Uher, from Amherst, has become a major “player” 
in the Edgewood College community.



fl ipping through a guide* to private schools 
and on the Northland page I saw a picture 
of a kayaker on a still lake reading a book. I 
love literature and being outside, and it just 
looked like the perfect way to learn.”

Now in her second semester, Voigt has dis-
covered that college is more than just classes. 
She is involved with a variety of student 
organizations on campus including United 
Cultures at Northland, a group working to 
build understanding and respect among the 
cultures represented by the student body. Voi-
gt also devotes much of her time to Unight, a 
group of student activists dedicated to educa-
tion and advocacy as ways to stop Uganda’s 
civil war.  Unight is especially concerned 
with the well-being of children in Uganda, 
thousands of whom have been abducted for 
exploitation as child soldiers. 

An active painter and photographer, Voigt 
also participates in Art League at the College, 
an organization that fosters an artistic envi-
ronment on campus and in the Chequamegon 
Bay community. 

Voigt plans to graduate in the spring of 2012 
with a bachelor’s degree in broadfi eld second-
ary social studies education with an empha-
sis in history.  After graduation, Voigt plans 
to use her degree to work as a high school 
history teacher.  For the time being, though, 
she has a few years to explore the natural 
splendor of Northern Wisconsin and continue 
her quest to make the Northland community 
a better place.

*WAICU's Wisconsin's Private Colleges & Uni-
versities Guide 
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Alverno College Milwaukee
Beloit College Beloit

Cardinal Stritch University Milwaukee
Carroll University Waukesha
Carthage College Kenosha

Concordia University Wisconsin Mequon
Edgewood College Madison

Lakeland College Sheboygan
Lawrence University Appleton
Marian University Fond du Lac

Marquette University Milwaukee
Milwaukee Institute of Art & Design Milwaukee
Milwaukee School of Engineering Milwaukee

Mount Mary College Milwaukee
Northland College Ashland

Ripon College Ripon
St. Norbert College De Pere

Silver Lake College Manitowoc
Viterbo University La Crosse

Wisconsin Lutheran College Milwaukee

Wisconsin’s private 
colleges and 

universities are a key 
part of the state’s 
education portfolio.  

Since 1980, statewide 
college enrollment 

has grown by nearly 
43,000 students, 

with the private sector 
accounting for 65% of 

that growth.
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year’s freshmen get acclimated to life on 
campus.  

Zach’s fi nancial aid package is what en-
ables him to attend Edgewood, and  he 
is grateful the plan includes a Wiscon-
sin Tuition Grant, which allows him to 
focus on earning his degree in busi-
ness and communications. Zach came 
to college knowing he wanted to be a 
business major and says his high school 
business courses prepared him well for 
college life.

But, Zach says, what he most enjoys is 

people. Zach singles out Professor Mo-
ses Altech. “He was my forum professor 
and he just reached out to me. He is 
always there, even if it’s just to talk.”

What Zach has accomplished so far has 
not gone unnoticed at Edgewood Col-
lege.  He was the fi rst freshman to earn 
the Dominican Heritage Award, given to 
emerging campus leaders and scholars 
whose outstanding participation in 
campus activities or scholarship shows 
signifi cant promise. He’s also a member 
of the college’s Honors program. In ad-
dition, Zach will also be part of a small 

group of Edgewood College students 
that will study in China this summer. 
In fact, Zach was part of a small team 
that secured the grant that will support 
the trip.

Zach hopes to complete his degree in 
May 2011.  Long term, he hopes to 
attend graduate school in Wisconsin, 
and then pursue a career in marketing 
or in the fi nancial industry.  Zach says, 
“Edgewood College has helped me test 
how outgoing I can be. I think I proved 
my abilities to myself.” We couldn’t 
agree more.
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