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MSOE senior follows his curiosity to engineering career

Researching love and marriage at Lakeland College

Much has been 
written and hy-
pothesized about 
marriage. Lakeland 
College 2010 gradu-
ate Joy Harvell is 
joining the discus-
sion of what makes 
a long-term, com-
mitted relationship 
work. 

Joy, who earned a 
bachelor’s degree 
in sociology with 
honors last month, 
spent her spring se-
mester researching marriage 
for her Lakeland Honors Pro-
gram project. The Menasha 
native received a Wisconsin 
Tuition Grant as part of her 

fi nancial aid package, which 
put her in a position to make 
this research possible.

Her interest in this topic 

stems from 
personal 
experi-
ence. “My 
parents were 
divorced, 
and my 
dad was re-
married and 
divorced 
after a year,” 
Joy said. 
“Relation-
ships seem 

so fragile. I 
was interested 
in learning 

more.”

Her initial quest led her to 
attachment theory, and from 
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Jeremy Off has al-
ways had a passion 
for engineering.  
Even as a youngster, 
he enjoyed taking 
things apart and 
putting them back 
together to see how 
they worked.

Now, the Milwaukee 
School of Engineer-
ing senior knows 
why he ended up 
choosing MSOE to 
follow his dream.  
“The environment 
was similar to the individual 
attention I received in high 
school,” says the Hartford na-

tive, “with small class sizes, 
teachers who know their 
students, and a lot of interac-

tive lab 
settings.”

In addition 
to getting 
real-world 
experience 
in MSOE’s 
state-of-the-
art laborato-
ries, Jeremy 
is further 
enhanc-
ing his 

education by 
working as 
an under-

graduate research assistant 
in MSOE’s Rapid Prototyping 

Jeremy Off, of Hartford, says the interactive laboratories 
helped convince him to study engineering at MSOE.

WTG

The WTG allowed Joy Harvell, a Lakeland College graduate 
from Menasha, to launch a successful research project.
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Center. He is helping create prototypes for the 
research and development departments of large 
companies.

Jeremy is also a member of MSOE’s men’s bas-
ketball team, which he counts among his best 
experiences at MSOE. “I met and became friends 
with an unbelievable group of guys who came 
together in ways I didn’t know were possible. 
I share just about every free minute of my day 
during the season with them.”

For his senior design project, Jeremy and a team 
of fellow students redesigned a camera mobility 
system that is used to fi lm surgeries at the Eye 
Institute of the Medical College of Wisconsin 
and Froedtert Hospital. In order to better meet 
the needs of the medical personnel, the camera 
was constructed with the intent of reducing 
camera oscillation and increasing the reliability 

and performance of the positioning system while 
keeping the system easy to use.

Jeremy credits the Wisconsin Tuition Grant 
(WTG) with helping him to fi nance his educa-
tion. “I was able to avoid the student loans I 
previously accepted.” He also said his family has 
played a huge role in his success at MSOE. 

Jeremy has truly made the most of his time at 
MSOE. “I have learned how to accept challenges 
and respond to adversity, and, most important, 
how to manage my time effectively.”

After graduation, Jeremy will stay in Wisconsin. 
He has already accepted a position as the sole 
engineer at one of the Midwest’s premier sheet 
metal fabrication companies in Green Bay and is 
looking forward to a successful future with the 
company.  
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Alverno College Milwaukee
Beloit College Beloit

Cardinal Stritch University Milwaukee
Carroll University Waukesha
Carthage College Kenosha

Concordia University Wisconsin Mequon
Edgewood College Madison

Lakeland College Sheboygan
Lawrence University Appleton
Marian University Fond du Lac

Marquette University Milwaukee
Milwaukee Institute of Art & Design Milwaukee
Milwaukee School of Engineering Milwaukee

Mount Mary College Milwaukee
Northland College Ashland

Ripon College Ripon
St. Norbert College De Pere

Silver Lake College Manitowoc
Viterbo University La Crosse

Wisconsin Lutheran College Milwaukee

Thanks to dramatic 
increases in 

institutional aid 
from Wisconsin’s 
private colleges 
and universities, 

the average out-of-
pocket tuition cost 

for students in 2008-
2009 was $4,737—a 
drop of $499 from the 

year before.

Source: National Center for 
Education Statistics

there, she researched marriage and fam-
ily without fi nding the answers she was 
looking for.  This motivated her to begin 
conducting her own research. 

Joy emailed approximately 4,000 stu-
dents in Lakeland’s Kellett School of 
Adult Education outlining her questions  
and soliciting their involvement. Several 
hundred who fi t her criteria and wanted 
to participate in her study responded, and 
she started the interview process.

She asked married adults to discuss the 
relationship they observed between their 

parents, then asked them to discuss their 
own marriage. She hopes to develop 
conclusions about how marital relation-
ships observed by offspring correlate with 
their own romantic relationships. She has 
applied to present her fi ndings at some 
national conferences this summer. 

“I like having these conversations with 
people,” Joy said. “Once I start to analyze 
the data, that’s going to be the most excit-
ing part.” 

Last spring, Joy presented her initial work 
on this topic at the Midwest Sociologi-

cal Society conference in Iowa. She plans 
on attending graduate school, and her 
ultimate goal is to teach at a college or 
university.

Throughout her time at Lakeland, Joy 
has fi t her research into a busy schedule 
that’s included her roles as a writing tutor, 
president of Lakeland’s Campus Activities 
Board, and her job in the campus pub. “I 
like learning and engaging with people,” 
Joy said. “Everything I’ve done has to do 
with that. I like to know what’s going on in 
my world. The easiest way to do that is to 
be involved on and off campus.”
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