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Documentary chronicles a story of challenges in Haiti

Hometown singer steps onto center stage 

Dedication makes 
a great performer, 
whether in music 
or sports. Anyone 
who meets Michael 
Chase, a junior at 
Carthage College, 
can quickly see 
his dedication to 
music.

“I love music, and 
I love performing,” 
Michael declares. 
“It’s one of the 
few things that 
doesn’t need words. 
Music has a deeper 
meaning than any 
words.”

Not surprisingly, Michael 
is majoring in music at 

Carthage. While attending  
high school, Michael played 
the trumpet, and sang 
in choirs and theatrical 
productions.

The Kenosha 
native 
considered 
attending 
institutions 
outside 
Wisconsin, 
but he knew 
members of 
Carthage’s 
music 
faculty 
and really 
wanted to 
attend his 
hometown 
college. 

“I was 
interested in being part 
of  something that was 
going well," Michael says 

continued on page 2

Carolyn Armstrong 
was torn between 
studying music or 
theatre when she 
enrolled at Law-
rence University. 
But not only did she 
wind up pursuing 
Lawrence’s fi ve-
year, double degree 
program with majors 
in cello performance 
and theatre arts, 
she also became a 
fi lmmaker along 
the way.

A 2008 service 
visit to Haiti with 
her cello teacher to help at 
music schools in Jacmel and 
Port-au-Prince proved to be 

a transformative experience, 
one that “opened a huge 
new window in my life,” said 
Carolyn. 

“When I 
fi rst went 
to Haiti, 
it was 
shocking 
to see the 
way people 
lived,” 
she said. 
“But I was 
inspired by 
the Haitian 
people’s 
dedication 
to music, 
despite 
all their 
hardships. 
It showed 

me that the opportunities I 

Carolyn Armstrong, of Appleton, has been involved with 
teaching music to students in Haiti since 2008. 

WTG

Michael Chase, of Kenosha, with classmate Katie Zutter, 
star in a production of, Sunday in the Park with George.
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have at Lawrence are a gift I should appreciate.” 
A return trip to Haiti the following year inspired 
her to showcase the difference music can make 
even in a poverty-stricken place like Haiti.

Carolyn persuaded the president of Lawrence’s 
Film Production Club, Stephen Anunson, to help 
her make a documentary about the Haitian mu-
sic students. Together they formed the nonprofi t 
company Bel Sol Productions, a name derived 
from Haitian Creole for “beautiful sound,” to 
do so.  “I feel I’ve gained the confi dence that if 
I have an idea now, I can make it happen,” said 
Carolyn.

In late 2009, the pair spent three weeks fi lming 
in Haiti. But less than a month later, a massive 
earthquake struck Haiti and the music school 
Carolyn had come to love was gone.  The quake 
didn’t destroy her documentary dream though, it 
refocused it. Two subsequent trips incorporated 
earthquake damage and “life after” interviews 

with teachers and students from the school.

The end result was the 90-minute fi lm “Kenbe 
La-Hold On.” The newly graduated senior 
showed the fi lm last November at the Haitian 
Studies Association Conference at Brown Uni-
versity and had it accepted to last month’s 2011 
Seattle True Independent Film Festival. 

“Lawrence has helped me realize how to my 
talents to address social justice and human rights 
issues,” said Carolyn, winner of the 2009 Wiscon-
sin Cello Society’s Cello Day Competition.

A Wisconsin Tuition Grant recipient, Carolyn 
said the program played an important role in her 
education.

“It defi nitely took some of the fi nancial weight off 
each year and allowed me to pursue opportuni-
ties I might not have been able to afford without 
that help. The grant made a tangible difference.” 
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Alverno College Milwaukee
Beloit College Beloit

Cardinal Stritch University Milwaukee
Carroll University Waukesha
Carthage College Kenosha

Concordia University Wisconsin Mequon
Edgewood College Madison

Lakeland College Sheboygan
Lawrence University Appleton
Marian University Fond du Lac

Marquette University Milwaukee
Milwaukee Institute of Art & Design Milwaukee
Milwaukee School of Engineering Milwaukee

Mount Mary College Milwaukee
Northland College Ashland

Ripon College Ripon
St. Norbert College De Pere

Silver Lake College Manitowoc
Viterbo University La Crosse

Wisconsin Lutheran College Milwaukee

The largest job growth 
rates until 2018 are 

tied to higher education. 
Jobs requiring masters, 
doctoral or professional 

degrees will see the great-
est job growth, followed by 
bachelor's degrees.  Jobs 

with slowest growth will be 
for high school graduates.

Source:
Minding the Campus
Peter Sacks, Author

of Carthage’s music program,” Michael 
has sung in four campus theatrical 
productions, and has been a leader in his 
fraternity. He also serves on Carthage’s 
student government.

Attending Carthage has provided several 
ways for Michael to express himself 
musically. On a number of occasions, he 
has sung the national anthem prior to 
athletic contests and other events on the 
Carthage campus.

One highlight of Michael’s Carthage 
experience has been opportunities to 
sing at famous New York venues. He has 
sung with the Carthage Choir, which has 

performed at legendary Carnegie Hall, 
and with the Lincoln Chamber Singers, 
who appeared at Lincoln Center.  “I’ve 
learned a lot more about myself, and 
what I can do,” he adds. “I’ve learned to 
ask for help. A cooperative effort makes it 
easier than trying to make it alone.”     

The Wisconsin Tuition Grant program 
helped make it possible for Michael to 
find a way to go to Carthage.

“Any funding helps,” says Michael, who 
helps finance his education by singing 
professionally for church groups in the 
area. “The extra money is gratefully 
accepted.”

When he graduates, Michael hopes to 
sing professionally.  “If I can get paid for 
what I love doing, I’ll be happy,” says the 
budding entertainer. “I know it can be 
done.” 

Michael Chase continued from page 1

Wisconsin’s Private Colleges and Universities

FACT 

OF THE 

MONTH

Thousands pitched in to protect fi nan-
cial aid and 
you were suc-
cessful.  The 
Governor and 
the Legislature 
listened.  Fund-
ing for Wiscon-

sin students will continue.  Thank you!   


