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Value of education motivates first-generation student

Future teacher learns the value of fi nancial aid

During her stay at 
Carthage College, 
Karlie Stephan has 
found the courage to 
extend her personal 
boundaries.

“My time at 
Carthage has helped 
me to develop as 
a person and to 
stretch myself,” 
she said, noting 
as an example 
the summer she 
spent as an intern 
in Michigan with the 
nondenominational Christian 
organization Young Life.

As a freshman, the 
elementary education 

major from Green Bay was 
content to take a back seat 
in campus activities. Now a 
senior, Karlie is proud that 
she stepped forward to take 
multiple leadership roles. 

Those roles 
include serving 
on the executive 
board with the 
student-run 
InterVarsity 
Christian 
Fellowship and 
leading one of 
its Bible study 
groups.

The small-
college 
atmosphere 
set against 

the backdrop of Lake 
Michigan, combined with 
the location not far from her 
home, made Carthage her 
“number 1” choice. Deeming 

continued on page 2

Carroll University 
junior Chao Chang 
has always valued 
higher education. 
In pursuit of better 
opportunities and a 
better life for their 
children, Chao’s 
parents immigrated 
to the United States 
from Thailand. 
Chao, a resident of 
Milwaukee, holds 
her education in 
high regard.

A public health major, she 
plans to go to graduate 
school for a master’s degree 
in student personnel 

administration, then work in 
higher education. 

Chao says she is honored 

to receive the 
Wisconsin 
Tuition Grant. 
“The grant 
has helped 
me invest in 
my education 
and future,” 
she says. That 
investment in 
fi nancial aid 
is making a 
difference for 
thousands of 
Wisconsin 
students at 

Wisconsin colleges and 
universities, and for their 
families and communities. 

Chao Chang, of Milwaukee, is a fi rst-generation college 
student. Her parents immigrated for a better life.

WTG

Karlie Stephan, of Green Bay, says college has helped 
her open her personal boundaries.
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it beyond her means, she was resigned 
to settle for another destination—until 
the fi nancial aid offer came in. Karlie’s 
fi nancial aid package featured, among 
other scholarships and grants, a Wisconsin 
Tuition Grant.

“I’m very thankful for all of the aid I have 
received,” she says. “It made Carthage 
possible for me.”

Karlie understands the importance more 
than most students, having worked in 
the Offi ce of Student Financial Planning 
for four years. Even smaller amounts of 

aid “really build up” and can make the 
difference in a student’s ability to afford 
tuition, she explains.

After volunteering for Young Life, she 
returned to the organization as a paid 
summer intern working with volunteers. 
The organization works within K-12 
schools, developing lasting relationships 
with kids and inviting them to its camps.

“I fell in love with it and decided that was 
what I wanted to do,” says Karlie, who 
plans to pursue a career in youth ministry.
When she graduates in 2013, Karlie will 

carry more than a degree. She is convinced 
her years at Carthage have fostered her 
personal growth. 

Chao chose to major in public health because 
health was a big concern in her family when 
she was growing up. Her parents do not speak 
English, so it was diffi cult for them to go to the 
doctor for illnesses. “I wanted to take charge of 
my family’s health and my own,” Chao says. 

Chao decided on Carroll University after 
considering out-of-state universities. “The 
primary reason I chose Carroll was because of 
the size of the student population,” Chao says. “I 
wanted to be in a learning environment where I 
could have one-to-one meetings with professors 
and be able to engage in interactive courses.” 

Since her high school days, Chao has been an 
avid volunteer mentoring other students. “I have 
always been very satisfi ed with helping others,” 
she explains. In high school, she participated 
in the “Sponsor a Scholar” program; at Carroll, 

she is a member of the Public Health Club, the 
“Youth to Discover” mentoring program—where 
she mentors at-risk students and encourages 
them to go to college—and the Asian American 
Student Association (AASA), which she started 
in 2011.

Her goal for AASA was to gather interested 
individuals of Asian and non-Asian heritage in 
an educational, cultural, and social organization. 
The association seeks to cultivate awareness and 
promote understanding of Asian and Asian-
American affairs by sharing many aspects of their 
experiences, as well as encouraging community 
at Carroll that is both more unifi ed and diverse.  

Chao hopes someday to establish a scholarship 
for young Hmong women like herself who wish 
to pursue higher education. 
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Chao Chang continued from page 1

Alverno College Milwaukee
Bellin College Green Bay

Beloit College Beloit
Cardinal Stritch University Milwaukee

Carroll University Waukesha
Carthage College Kenosha

Columbia College of Nursing Milwaukee
Concordia University Wisconsin Mequon

Edgewood College Madison
Lakeland College Sheboygan
Lawrence University Appleton
Marian University Fond du Lac

Marquette University Milwaukee
Medical College of Wisconsin Milwaukee

Milwaukee Institute of Art & Design Milwaukee

Milwaukee School of Engineering Milwaukee
Mount Mary College Milwaukee

Northland College Ashland
Ripon College Ripon

St. Norbert College De Pere
Silver Lake College of the Holy Family Manitowoc

Viterbo University La Crosse
Wisconsin Lutheran College Milwaukee

In 2011, 16 percent 
of Wisconsin private, 
nonprofi t college and 
university students 
were racial/ethnic 
minorities. The UW 

System had 12 
percent minority 

enrollment.

Source: Integrated 
Postsecondary Education 

Data System
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