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Student athlete ready to give back to his local community

Future teacher relies on foundation of determination

With a little 
support and a lot 
of determination, 
Cardinal Stritch 
University junior 
Anna Miller is living 
proof anything is 
possible.

After spending a few 
years at a different 
university, Anna 
transferred to Stritch 
in Milwaukee to 
pursue a degree in 
education. Once on 
campus, she immediately felt 
the support of the faculty 
and staff. “Everyone is so 
welcoming here,” Miller 
said. “They really want 
to see students succeed.” 

The university’s supportive 
environment is one that 
she plans to replicate when 
she is managing her own 
classroom. “Over the last 
few years, I’ve become more 

aware of just 
how infl uential 
teachers can be 
in an individual’s 
life,” Anna said. 

“As I move 
forward with my 
own education, 
I feel a growing 
desire to help my 
future students; 
fi rst with their 
education, but 
also to be the 
infl uence that 

could possibly change their 
lives.”

Now in her third year at 
Stritch, Anna has her hands 
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Jorge Mora of 
Milwaukee fi rst 
heard about 
Wisconsin Lutheran 
College (WLC) 
because of its 
football program. 
His high school 
football coach had 
attended WLC, so it 
seemed like a good 
place to investigate. 
What Jorge found 
was that WLC was 
more than just a 
place he could play football. 

“I looked into WLC’s 
academic standards, and 
it was ranked highly,” said 

Mora, a senior majoring in 
business administration with 
an emphasis in international 
business. Jorge’s classes and 
coursework have been just 

one part of his 
experience at 
WLC. “Playing 
football has 
defi nitely been 
one of the best 
experiences 
during my time 
at WLC.” 

Before playing 
wide receiver 
for WLC, Mora 
played football at 
Hamilton High 

School in Milwaukee, where 
he served as the team captain 
and graduated in the top 5 
percent of his class. 

Jorge Mora of Milwaukee, a student at Wisconsin 
Lutheran College. 
Jorge Mora of Milwaukee a student at Wisconsin

WTG
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Anna Miller of Wauwatosa, a student at Cardinal 
Stritch University.
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full. In addition to being a full-time 
student and working three part-time jobs, 
she participates in community theater. It’s 
a busy schedule, but she believes that her 
efforts will all be worthwhile when she 
holds her diploma.

Like so many college students, however, 
Anna is not able to earn her degree and 
begin a career through hard work alone; 
she relies on fi nancial support, as well. In 
fact, last summer, her fi nancial situation 
nearly made it impossible for her to 
continue her education – an especially 
disheartening prospect for someone who 

had been working at three jobs nearly 40 
hours each week while also balancing her 
coursework.

“I love Stritch and was so disappointed 
that money was going to disrupt my 
education,” she said. “I wish I could 
describe the feeling of relief I got when I 
was awarded the Wisconsin Tuition Grant 
(WTG). It was such a blessing.”

With the assistance that Miller receives 
from the WTG and the rest of her 
fi nancial aid package, she is able to focus 
her time and energy on achieving her 

goals and getting the most out of her time 
at Stritch.

With her sights set on graduation in 
2015, Miller is well on her way to 
pursuing a career in education. She plans 
to teach abroad before settling in as an 
English teacher in an urban high school 
where she hopes to build a career fi lled 
with acts of support and kindness for her 
students, opening doors for her students, 
just as Stritch and the WTG opened doors 
for her.

“Football challenged me physically and mentally. 
It tested how disciplined and commited I was to 
completing all my assignments because I would 
be sore and tired from practice,” he said. Both 
on and off the fi eld, “WLC has prepared me very 
well by challenging me day in and day out [and 
has] given me training in Christian leadership.” 

It is those tenets of Christian leadership Mora 
learned at WLC that he plans to use after 
graduation. His goal is to secure a job where he 
can help people, fi nding a way to give back to 
the Hispanic community in which he grew up. 
He is fl uent in Spanish and has volunteered at an 
ESL program in a local church. Mora has several 
internships on his resume in his fi elds of study, 
including one this past summer as a bilingual 
sports coordinator at a global marketing fi rm in 
New Berlin. Jorge is poised for success after he 
graduates in December. “My past internships and 

college courses have shown me that the skills 
sets I possess would help me excel,” he said. “I 
am excited to begin building a career and see 
where life takes me.”

He is appreciative of the help he has received 
to get through college. When faced with paying 
his college costs, Jorge made a smart choice and 
applied for the Wisconsin Tuition Grant (WTG). 
“The tuition grant has been a huge help, and I’m 
thankful that I have received it. If it weren’t for 
the grant, WLC may not have been an option for 
me,” Mora said.

Jorge is quick to add that the variety of 
experiences at WLC is what college is all about. 
“I’ve built long-lasting relationships with people 
who are now a big part of my life,” Mora said. 
“Friends and professors have helped me build 
memories that I will cherish for a lifetime.”
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Jorge Mora continued from page 1

Alverno College Milwaukee
Bellin College Green Bay

Beloit College Beloit
Cardinal Stritch University Milwaukee

Carroll University Waukesha
Carthage College Kenosha

Columbia College of Nursing Milwaukee
Concordia University Wisconsin Mequon

Edgewood College Madison
Lakeland College Sheboygan
Lawrence University Appleton
Marian University Fond du Lac

Marquette University Milwaukee
Medical College of Wisconsin Milwaukee

Milwaukee Institute of Art & Design Milwaukee

Milwaukee School of Engineering Milwaukee
Mount Mary University Milwaukee

Northland College Ashland
Ripon College Ripon

St. Norbert College De Pere
Silver Lake College of the Holy Family Manitowoc

Viterbo University La Crosse
Wisconsin Lutheran College Milwaukee

Students attending 
Wisconsin's private, 

nonprofi t colleges and 
universities have an 

83% higher chance of 
earning a bachelor’s 
degree on time than 
at other Wisconsin 

institutions. 

Source: IPEDS Data 
Center, 2012 Fall data
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