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New U.S. citizen putting down roots in Wisconsin

Father of two looking forward to joining the workforce

Like many of his 
peers, Wisconsin 
Lutheran College
(WLC) senior 
Michael Kellen 
has packed a lot of 
experiences into his 
four years of college. 
He will graduate in 
May, having earned 
a degree in Business 
Administration with 
a double emphasis 
in Finance and Man-
agement. He has 
participated in the 
Wisconsin Lutheran Choir 
and the college’s Ambassa-
dor Club, played intramural 
sports, and served as a man-
ager for the men’s basketball 
team and a student employee 

team leader in the Offi ce of 
Admissions. 

But Michael, a native of 
Black River Falls, deeply 
appreciates his Wisconsin 

Tuition Grant 
for three special 
reasons: his wife 
and their two 
children, both of 
whom were born 
while he was in 
college. 

“Because I am 
married and 
have children, 
every bit of 
fi nancial aid is 
extremely help-
ful and appreci-

ated,” said Michael. “The 
Wisconsin Tuition Grant, 
along with other fi nancial aid 
I received, has allowed me 
to get a quality education in 
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Originally from 
Albania, Sofi na 
Ziu and her family 
moved to Milwaukee 
in 2005. Her parents 
wanted both of their 
daughters to have 
the best chance at 
education and the 
opportunities it 
affords, and they 
found it at Alverno 
College. 

“I really want to 
help others,” said 
Sofi na, who plans to graduate 
in May with a double major 
in Global Studies and Com-
munity Leadership. “I want 

to advocate for change, and 
help women and children 
especially.” 

Like so many 
other students, 
the Wisconsin 
Tuition Grant 
helps make 
Sofi na’s life bet-
ter. “It’s really 
important to 
me because it 
takes so much 
fi nancial stress 
away. My educa-
tion comes 
fi rst. Having 
the WTG is a 
relief.” 

Her experience moving from 
Albania to Greece, and then 

Sofi na Ziu, of Milwaukee, is dedicated to helping 
women and children succeed. 

WTG

Michael Kellen, originally of Black River Falls, is grate-
ful for the fi nancial aid he has received.
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to the United States, has given Sofi na a unique 
perspective, but her path to citizenship and 
education has not been easy. She learned English 
after her family moved here, and the language 
barrier made it hard for her to make friends at 
fi rst. “Being in high school and trying to adapt 
was really diffi cult sometimes.” She made it 
through, and now Sofi na and her family have 
planted roots in Wisconsin —her parents recently 
bought their fi rst home. Sofi na is deeply proud 
that she is now a U.S. citizen. “I am so excited, I 
cannot wait to vote.” 

When she was still in high school, a teacher con-
vinced Sofi na to give Alverno a try. She quickly 
fell in love with the small class sizes and one-to-
one attention she gets from her professors. The 
fact that Alverno also focuses on empowering 
women is very appealing to her. “I know I’m get-
ting a great education, and I can infl uence other 

people to come here and experience the same.” 

Besides studying, Sofi na works as an Alverno 
College ambassador, giving tours to prospec-
tive students and their families, attending open 
houses, and promoting the college. She also 
works on the Student Activities Board planning 
weekly events for students on campus. Spending 
time with family is important, as is reading, run-
ning, and trying new things. 
 
Sofi na knows she has transformed from an 
unsure teenager just starting college to the con-
fi dent, capable young woman she is today. She 
hopes to put her education and skills to work in 
the nonprofi t world, or perhaps a government 
agency. One thing is for sure, she’s ready to take 
on any challenges she may face. When thinking 
about her future, Sofi na smiled and said, “OK 
world, get ready because I’m coming!”
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Alverno College Milwaukee
Bellin College Green Bay

Beloit College Beloit
Cardinal Stritch University Milwaukee

Carroll University Waukesha
Carthage College Kenosha

Columbia College of Nursing Milwaukee

Concordia University Wisconsin Mequon
Edgewood College Madison
Lakeland College Sheboygan
Lawrence University Appleton
Marian University Fond du Lac

Marquette University Milwaukee
Milwaukee Institute of Art & Design Milwaukee
Milwaukee School of Engineering Milwaukee

Mount Mary College Milwaukee
Northland College Ashland

Ripon College Ripon
St. Norbert College De Pere

Silver Lake College of the Holy Family Manitowoc
Viterbo University La Crosse

Wisconsin Lutheran College Milwaukee

Wisconsin’s private 
nonprofi t colleges 
and universities 

serve over 23,000 
students ages 

25 and over—38 
percent of all WAICU 
students were in this 

age group.

Source:  IPEDS Fall 
2011 Enrollment Survey 

four years with little debt.”

Michael selected one of Wisconsin's pri-
vate nonprofi t colleges because “the educa-
tional experiences and different opportuni-
ties I’ve had at a private college included 
things I may not have been able to do at a 
state university, such as being in the choir 
without having to be a music major or 
minor,” he said. 

The fi rst 13 years of Michael's education 
were in the public school system. “WLC 
was a refreshing change of pace. Having 
an education that was based on God’s 

Word, while being around a great group of 
friendly college students, was something I 
couldn’t pass up,” he explained.

For the past two years, Michael has headed 
up WLC’s group of 24 Peer Admissions 
Counselors, who help prospective students 
with their college search via phone calls, 
blogs, e-mails, and Facebook. His efforts 
were recognized in 2012 when he was 
named one of three WLC Student Employ-
ees of the Year. 

The prospect of graduating in May has led 
Michael to refl ect on his college experi-

ence. “The college has provided me with 
a lot of great memories, but my favor-
ite memory of WLC would have to be 
participating in choir,” said Michael, who 
toured Europe and the United States as a 
tenor in the college’s auditioned, 68-voice 
ensemble. “Singing is a huge part of my 
life, and having the opportunity to sing 
God’s praises over the past four years is 
something I can’t place a price tag on.”

After graduation, Michael will work for 
a fi nancial planning fi rm in Waukesha as 
an assistant to the fi rm’s Chief Investment 
Offi cer.
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