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History and WTG work well for Mount Mary student 

WTG keeps family tradition alive at Beloit College

Two things that are 
important to PaJia Her 
are community and 
family. 

If not for an uncle and 
brother who also at-
tended Beloit College, 
PaJia—or PJ, as she 
likes to be called—
might never have 
heard of the school. 
And the community 
she found when she 
arrived on Beloit’s 
campus has proven to 
be a great fi t. 

Hailing from Kaukauna, PJ 
found her academic niche 
during her fi rst year at 
Beloit, deciding on a studio 

art major after discovering a 
passion for photography and 
drawing. “Art fi ts into my life 
goals because it makes me 
happy,” says PJ. “ I love the 

art of expres-
sion.” 

She is also in-
volved in dance, 
appearing in 
the December 
Dance Work-
shop Perfor-
mance alongside 
other student 
choreographers 
and dancers, 
and auditioning 

for Chelonia, the 
college’s annual 
dance exhibition.

“Being around friends, meet-
ing new people, learning new 
perspectives and ideas” are 
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Earning a history 
degree from Mount 
Mary College is 
becoming a tradi-
tion with one West 
Allis family.  Leah 
Davis, a junior at 
Mount Mary, is 
pursuing her own 
history degree just 
as her mother, 
Laurel Privatt, did 
30 years ago.  “It’s 
fun to have that in 
common with my 
mom,” said Leah.  
“She can’t wait to 
see me earn my degree from 
her alma mater.”      

Thankful for the assistance 
she receives from the Wis-
consin Tuition Grant, Leah 

immerses 
herself in 
her passion 
for both 
history and 
government 
by becom-
ing a col-
lege leader 
in sev-
eral areas, 
including 
the student 
government 

organization, 
and working 
part-time in 

the history department.  She 
also works as an orientation 

Leah Davis, of West Allis, is following in her mother’s 
footsteps by studying history at Mount Mary College

WTG

PaJia Her, from Kaukauna, is the third in her family to 
attend Beloit College.
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leader on registration days, guiding new students 
and their parents on tours, and doing what she 
loves best: talking about the history of Mount 
Mary College. 

Leah has a unique perspective on Mount Mary 
College history after a 2008 study abroad trip to 
Germany which included a private tour of the 
School Sisters of Notre Dame Motherhouse in 
Munich.  The beginnings of Mount Mary College 
can be traced back to the Motherhouse where 
the seeds of expansion to North America were 
fi rst planted in 1847.  

“Germany was my favorite college experience 
because I saw history fi rsthand.  It’s one thing to 
read about it in a book, but to actually see pieces 
of history and learn from them was amazing,” 
said Leah. The trip had a special emphasis on 
the origins and mission of the School Sisters of 

Notre Dame and their deep commitment to the 
education of women.  Leah and her fellow travel-
ers gained a better perspective on how a Mount 
Mary College education intentionally prepares 
women to make a difference in the world. 

After graduating next May, Leah plans to pursue 
both her master’s degree and eventually her 
doctoral degree.  Leah said, “I want to share my 
passion for history and become a mentor, just as 
my professors have been to me.” Leah’s dream 
is to become a professor at a private college like 
Mount Mary. “I want to give others the great 
education I have received.”

The support she has received through the Wis-
consin Tuition Grant will help her achieve that 
goal.   Perhaps one day Leah will be encouraging 
her own daughter to begin the pursuit of her 
dreams with a Mount Mary education.
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Alverno College Milwaukee
Beloit College Beloit

Cardinal Stritch University Milwaukee
Carroll University Waukesha
Carthage College Kenosha

Concordia University Wisconsin Mequon
Edgewood College Madison

Lakeland College Sheboygan
Lawrence University Appleton
Marian University Fond du Lac

Marquette University Milwaukee
Milwaukee Institute of Art & Design Milwaukee
Milwaukee School of Engineering Milwaukee

Mount Mary College Milwaukee
Northland College Ashland

Ripon College Ripon
St. Norbert College De Pere

Silver Lake College Manitowoc
Viterbo University La Crosse

Wisconsin Lutheran College Milwaukee

Last fall, Wisconsin's 
private colleges set a 
new enrollment record 
of 59,329 students.  

Since 2006, 
Wisconsin's private 

colleges, on a 
percentage basis, have 
grown faster than the 
entire University of 
Wisconsin System.

Source:  WAICU 
research archives

all things PJ values and of which she fi nds 
an ample supply  in Beloit’s many campus 
clubs and activities. 

Now in her third year at the college, PJ is 
involved in numerous co-curricular groups 
and activities, including Black Students 
United, DJ Club, Voces Latinas and the 
campus English as a Second Language 
club. “I love learning about different cul-
tures,” she says. 

It is the strong sense of community that 
drew PJ to Beloit. “I benefi t from all these 
relationships because the people I’ve met 

have helped me grow.” She cites help from 
the campus TRIO and Upward Bound pro-
grams as critical to her success. The staff in 
the Student Support Services offi ce “have 
been there for me through everything,” she 
says. 

PJ believes that Beloit’s environment 
helped her establish roots in ways that 
other, larger institutions might not have. 
“When everything feels like it is falling 
apart, you still have people who care about 
you and are there to help,” she says.

She admits that without the Wisconsin 

Tuition Grant, she might not have been 
able to enroll at Beloit. “Receiving fi nancial 
support has helped me realize how im-
portant my education is and that—if I am 
here—I can make something of myself,” 
says PJ. “Without it, I probably wouldn’t 
have been able to attend such a great 
school.”

Now that PJ is comfortable at Beloit, she is 
fi nding a niche in the community through 
her art and dance.  As far as life after 
graduation, PJ truly has an artist's perspec-
tive and says she's content to take it one 
day at a time.
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