
For senior Nicola Burmann, 
the addition of the new 
Science Hall to the Wisconsin 
Lutheran College campus 
in the fall of 2004 was a 

dream come true. Perhaps the 
facility means more to Nicola 
because she has participated 
in several research projects 
during her years at Wisconsin 
Lutheran College, and not all 
these projects were conducted 
in such a state-of-the-art 
environment. 

This year, utilizing the modern 
resources and equipment for 
use in the Science Hall, Nicola 
is participating in research 
involving synthesizing. 
“The Science Hall’s sheer 
size allows everything here 
to be more spacious and 
organized,” the chemistry 

major says appreciatively. “It 
is absolutely wonderful…this 
is an incredible facility.”

Nicola’s scientific 
involvement is preparing her 
for the next step of her life: 
graduate school. She wants to 
become a synthetic organic 
chemist, which is why her 
research and the exceptional 
facilities she is able to work 
in this year are so important 
to her. Nicola wants to go 
directly into a Ph.D. program 
with the goal of becoming 
a professor. She has held 
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Mom learns the ropes at Beloit, thanks to WTG
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Wisconsin Lutheran College WTG recipient 
appreciates scientific research opportunities 

 

Kelly Wolfe knows a thing or 
two about kids. As the mother 
of three, grandmother of one, 
and a longtime educational 
assistant for the city of Beloit 
school district, she has had 
her fair share of working with 

children of all ages. Now this 
single mother is putting that 
experience to good use as 
a non-traditional student at 
Beloit College. 

She is majoring in psychology 
and minoring in coaching 
certification, with the goal of 
becoming a special education 
teacher. She wants to help 
children who have emotional 
and behavioral issues, in part 
because she understands how 
difficult school can be for 
them.

“When he was younger, my 
son had a lot of problems in 
school,” she explains. “So I 

started working at his school 
as a way to be there for him. 
Then I just fell in love with 
the kids—especially the ones 
who were getting kicked 
out of class because of their 
difficulties.”

She says that her heart goes 
out to students that others may 
be quick to condemn. “I don’t 
think any child should be 
written off,” she adds.

With the encouragement of 
school district colleagues, 
Kelly enrolled at Beloit. 
Having been out of school 
for 16 years, she found it 
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challenging to be a student again. At first, 
she was intimidated by how much she had 
forgotten since high school. But as she 
developed new study skills and grew more 
comfortable with the routine of classes and 
homework, college became easier. 

Fortunately, Kelly’s family and friends at Beloit 
College are behind her 100 percent. Her mother 
sends upbeat notes from out of state. Her 19-
year-old daughter cares for the younger kids so 
that Kelly can attend classes, do homework, or 
work her night job. Her 13-year-old son often 
cooks dinner for the family, and her 10-year-
old daughter offers moral support. 

“My youngest loves to go to the college,” Kelly 
says. “My professors and the other students 
have been great when I have to bring her to 
class with me. Some regular students even 
offer to babysit. One professor helped me set 
up a regular class as a special project, because 

of a conflict with my schedule. Without such 
support, I wouldn’t be able to get through.”

Support of another kind comes from the 
Wisconsin Tuition Grant that she received. The 
grant—coupled with loans and other financial 
aid—helps defray some of the hidden costs 
of a college education. “People sometimes 
forget that students have to buy their books 
and supplies,” Kelly says. “At the end of the 
semester, I like to keep my books, rather than 
sell them back. The WTG grant helps me cover 
such expenses and keep the books.”

Graduation is a year away, but this aspiring 
teacher looks forward to the day when she
leads her own class. She would like to share 
some hard-won lessons. “Having been through 
this, I now support the idea that kids go to 
college right after high school,” she says. 
“Unfortunately, if you don’t use your brain-
power, you will lose it.”       

unofficial study groups and loved tutoring 
throughout her years at Wisconsin 
Lutheran, so the opportunity to both teach 
and conduct research will allow her to 
participate in what she calls “the best of 
both worlds.”

Research has been a part of Nicola’s 
life for several years now. During an 
internship her sophomore year, Nicola, 
from Oak Creek, Wisconsin, performed 
atmospheric research constructing 
phase diagrams. This past summer, she 
performed research in the UW-Madison 

graduate lab, working with the chemistry 
of inorganic materials and focusing 
on silicon. This research allowed her 
to expand and build on her already 
significant laboratory research experience. 

Nicola is extremely grateful for the 
financial aid, including the Wisconsin 
Tuition Grant, which allowed her 
to attend Wisconsin Lutheran and 
participate in these extraordinary research 
opportunities. “The WTG allowed me to 
do something I wouldn’t have been able 
to do without extensive loans,” she says.

She is also grateful for the experience that 
working as the stockroom lab assistant in 
the Science Hall at Wisconsin Lutheran 
has provided. In this position, she does 
lab prep for analytic labs, organizes 
the stock room, watches labs, and gets 
needed supplies. 

“My job gives me the inside track on 
how everything works, which should 
serve as a benefit in graduate school,” she 
explains. “I feel fortunate and blessed to 
have had these great opportunities.”
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Alverno College Milwaukee
Beloit College Beloit

Cardinal Stritch University Milwaukee
Carroll College Waukesha
Carthage College Kenosha

Concordia University Mequon
Edgewood College Madison

Lakeland College Sheboygan
Lawrence University Appleton
Marian College Fond du Lac

Marquette University Milwaukee
Milwaukee Institute of Art & Design Milwaukee
Milwaukee School of Engineering Milwaukee

Mount Mary College Milwaukee
Northland College Ashland

Ripon College Ripon
St. Norbert College De Pere

Silver Lake College Manitowoc
Viterbo University La Crosse

Wisconsin Lutheran College Milwaukee

FACT 
OF THE MONTH

Fifty-six percent of 
alumni of independent 

colleges and 
universities said 

they benefited very 
much from personal 

interaction with 
professors, versus 24 
percent of alumni of 
public universities. 

 
Findings from Hardwick-Day 
Alumni Survey, reported by 
the Council of Independent 

Colleges in their Winter/
Spring 2004 newsletter
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