
Achievers
Vol. 9, No. 12

About the WTG

The twenty private, or 

independent, colleges and 

universities of Wisconsin operate 

without taxpayer support, but 

provide an invaluable public 

service to the state, educating 

more than 59,000 students a 

year. Many of Wisconsin’s best 

and brightest need financial help 

to attend the college of their 

choice.

The State of Wisconsin created 

the Wisconsin Tuition Grant 

(WTG) in 1965 to help qualified 

Wisconsin citizens to succeed. 

Fully one-third of the low-income 

students who apply for the WTG 

are turned away every year 

for lack of funds. Each month 

WTG Achievers brings you 

success stories of Wisconsinites 

for whom the WTG has made a 

significant difference.

–––––––––––––––––––––

WTG Achievers is published 

monthly by the Wisconsin 

Association of Independent 

Colleges and Universities 

(WAICU), 122 W. Washington 

Avenue, Madison, WI 53703-

2723; 608-256-7761;

mail@waicu.org. 

Rolf Wegenke, Ph.D.
 President & CEO

Mari McCarty, Ph.D.
 Executive Vice President

Paul Nelson
 Senior VP for Public Policy

Jerry Huffman
 Director of Communications

Katy Kaiser
Public Information Coordinator

July 2009

More than one goal in mind for Carthage WTG recipient

Lakeland senior ‘courting’ the classroom, with the WTG

Terra Hiben tore 
the anterior cruciate 
ligament (ACL) in her 
right knee before her 
senior year in high 
school.  Although the 
misfortune cost Terra 
half of her fi nal basket-
ball season, it opened 
the door to a career.

Hiben, now a senior 
at Lakeland College, 
worked with a physi-
cal therapist to get 
back on her feet.  The 
irony was that Hiben 
had herself envisioned a 
career connected to sports, 
and physical therapy was on 
the list.
“Just seeing how the therapist 

helped me attracted me to 
the profession,”  said Hiben, 
a Boyceville native.  “I can’t 
sit behind a desk—I’ve got to 
be going all the time.”

She chose Lake-
land College for 
several reasons: 
the smaller 
campus was a 
good fi t, she 
could still play 
basketball, and a 
generous fi nan-
cial aid pack-
age—including 
the Wisconsin 
Tuition Grant—

made college 
affordable.

Majoring in fi tness studies, 
Hiben is taking classes to 
prepare for graduate school, 
and has earned internships 
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Jimmy Stevens grew 
up in Kenosha, just 
a few minutes from 
the Carthage Col-
lege campus. 

“I would come 
here a lot to watch 
sporting events,” he 
recalls.  As Jimmy 
approached the 
age to choose a 
college to attend, “I 
defi nitely felt this 
was a place where 
I wanted to be.”

Jimmy played soccer in high 
school and hoped to do so in 
college.  As he explored col-

lege choices, he visited two 
other schools in Wisconsin, 
but he was impressed with 

Carthage’s 
academic 
programs.  
Jimmy 
decided the 
hometown 
college’s 
combina-
tion of 
academic 
quality and 
athletic 
opportuni-
ties “was a 

perfect fi t.”

Now Jimmy 
is a senior at the school he 
dreamed of attending, and 

Jimmy Stevens, of Kenosha, found his perfect “fi t” for college 
right in his hometown.

WTG

Terra Hiben, of Boyceville, turned her love of sports 
into a career path helping children.
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he is grateful to the Wisconsin Tuition Grant for 
making it happen. “It helps a lot,” Jimmy says of 
his grant. “Without it, it would have been tough 
to enroll here.”

At Carthage, Jimmy is majoring in accounting, 
with a minor in economics.

“Most of the professors in my major have worked 
in the accounting fi eld,” he says, adding that 
small classes here “are like one-on-one learning.”  

He has been equally impressed with the non-
accounting classes he has taken.

“Carthage has a great reputation for academics, 
and right away you can tell why,” Jimmy says. 
“The small class sizes make for a great learning 
environment, and the professors work hard to 
make sure every student has the best chance for 

success.”

Jimmy also works in Carthage’s admission offi ce 
as a student ambassador, showing prospec-
tive students around the campus along Lake 
Michigan.  He is a reserve defender for Carthage’s 
soccer team, and is enjoying that experience.

“You get to meet new people,” he says of one 
advantage of playing on the team. “A lot of my 
best friends are my teammates.”  He notes that 
players represent a wide variety of majors: “The 
kids are doing interesting things.”

Like most seniors, Jimmy wants to land an in-
ternship in business to gain even more practical 
experience. As a soccer player, Jimmy under-
stands the value of “goals” and says the WTG has 
helped him move even closer to his dreams, both 
on the fi eld and off. 
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Alverno College Milwaukee
Beloit College Beloit

Cardinal Stritch University Milwaukee
Carroll University Waukesha
Carthage College Kenosha

Concordia University Wisconsin Mequon
Edgewood College Madison

Lakeland College Sheboygan
Lawrence University Appleton
Marian University Fond du Lac

Marquette University Milwaukee
Milwaukee Institute of Art & Design Milwaukee
Milwaukee School of Engineering Milwaukee

Mount Mary College Milwaukee
Northland College Ashland

Ripon College Ripon
St. Norbert College De Pere

Silver Lake College Manitowoc
Viterbo University La Crosse

Wisconsin Lutheran College Milwaukee

WAICU-member 
colleges and 

universities continue 
to be some of the 
best educational 

values in Wisconsin. 
In 2007-08, the 

average “net” annual 
tuition at Wisconsin’s 
twenty private colleges 
dropped 12 percent, to 

$5,236.

Source:  WAICU research 
archives

that connect nicely with her classroom 
work.

In May, Terra completed a 60-hour intern-
ship at Rehab Resources, a Sheboygan-
based clinic that specializes in pediatrics.  
“Some kids don’t have the motor skills 
that they should have at that age, so we 
teach them those skills, like how to go 
up stairs properly,” Hiben said. “Just by 
playing with them, we teach them how to 
do things.  They don’t know that they’re 
doing therapy, they just think they’re play-
ing.”

The internship, along with upper-level 
courses in her major and the relationships 
she’s formed at Lakeland, have convinced 
Terra that she picked the right college and 
made the right career choice.

“Lakeland is my home away from home,” 
said Hiben, who played basketball her fi rst 
two seasons, then “retired” from the sport 
to focus on her coursework.  “Everyone 
here is just so inviting. I have so many 
different families and connections that I 
wouldn’t change for the world.  This place 
is a big part of my life now.”

“I don’t see my mom very often, so when I 
do go home, she says, ‘Boy, you’re growing 
up fast,’” Hiben said. “Going through real-
life experiences with internships and deal-
ing with situations involving friends here 
on campus makes you grow up. Lakeland 
has helped do that for me.”

Terra Hiben blazed her own trail by going 
to Lakeland College.  In fact, she’s the fi rst 
from her hometown at Lakeland, a path 
this scholar-athlete says was made just a 
bit smoother with help from the Wiscon-
sin Tuition Grant.  
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