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Gulf veteran finds career path through helping others

First-generation student aims high with family support

Lakeland College 
junior Marisela Oli-
vas is on a path she 
hopes will lead to 
medical school, and 
she’s eagerly taking 
advantage of every 
opportunity that 
presents itself along 
the way.

The Sheboygan na-
tive is majoring in 
biology with a mi-
nor in criminal jus-
tice. She is enrolled 
in Lakeland’s Honors 
Program, and is a member of 
the college’s dance team.

 She selected Lakeland, in 
part, because of a generous 

fi nancial aid package, which 
includes a Wisconsin Tuition 
Grant.“I wouldn’t be in col-
lege without this fi nancial 
aid,” Marisela said.

 “College 
will lead me 
to a good 
career so 
I can help 
my family. I 
have always 
enjoyed 
learning and 
have had 
a goal of 
continuing 
my educa-
tion beyond 

high school. 
Lakeland is 
providing me 

an opportunity to do that.”

Like many of her peers at 
Lakeland, she is the fi rst in 
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“Become a hero in 
someone’s eyes and 
help out during 
national disasters.” 
This was the driving 
force behind Sheila 
Scheidenhelm’s 
decision to enlist in 
the Wisconsin Army 
National Guard after 
graduating from 
a Green Bay high 
school fi ve years ago.

Sheila enrolled at 
Concordia Univer-
sity Wisconsin in 
Mequon because of a strong 
desire to earn degrees in 
business communication and 

student personnel adminis-
tration.  The now-24-year-
old senior is on track to grad-

uate in May 
and would 
not have 
been able 
to do so 
without the 
help of the 
Wisconsin 
Tuition 
Grant.

“Neither 
my family 
nor I have 
the money 
to afford 
the tuition. 

Without the Wisconsin 
Tuition Grant, I would not be 

Sheila Scheidenhelm, Green Bay, will graduate from col-
lege and have served two tours in Iraq in only fi ve years.

WTG

Marisela Olivas, Sheboygan, said attending college is help-
ing her set a positive example for her sisters.

continued on page 2



able to pursue my career choice,” she said.

For Sheila, the road to graduation has twice gone 
through Iraq as part of her National Guard expe-
rience.  Stationed at Camp Taji, about 30 miles 
outside of Baghdad, she transported fuel and 
provided security, among other duties.  Sheila 
will fi nish her National Guard duties early in 
2012, and is looking forward to her future while 
never forgetting what the armed forces taught 
her.

“It made me grow up and become independent,” 
said the National Guard Specialist,  “It helped 
me cherish the small things and look at life with 
a brand new pair of eyes.”

Students and instructors who have interacted 
with Sheila while she has been on campus be-
lieve she has the faith, abilities, and character to 

succeed, wherever life takes her.

“Sheila is a great person,” said Andra Danielson, 
one of Sheila’s classmates. “She is a great friend 
to many people, always happy, and cares about 
everyone.” 

“Sheila has provided me a glimpse of what the 
next generation of women might look like: 
confi dent, spiritual, intelligent, and not afraid 
for their voices to be heard,” said Tracy Tuffey, 
professor of psychology.

After graduation, Sheila  wants to earn a master’s 
degree in student personnel administration so 
she can work with students, something she fi nds 
rewarding.  Her future looks bright, and she 
is grateful for all the help and support she has 
received at Concordia, including the fi nancial 
support of the Wisconsin Tuition Grant.
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Alverno College Milwaukee
Beloit College Beloit

Cardinal Stritch University Milwaukee
Carroll University Waukesha
Carthage College Kenosha

Concordia University Wisconsin Mequon
Edgewood College Madison

Lakeland College Sheboygan
Lawrence University Appleton
Marian University Fond du Lac

Marquette University Milwaukee
Milwaukee Institute of Art & Design Milwaukee
Milwaukee School of Engineering Milwaukee

Mount Mary College Milwaukee
Northland College Ashland

Ripon College Ripon
St. Norbert College De Pere

Silver Lake College Manitowoc
Viterbo University La Crosse

Wisconsin Lutheran College Milwaukee

With goals ranging 
from personal 

enrichment to degree 
attainment, almost 

82,000 people—the 
most ever—enrolled 
in at least one class 

at a Wisconsin private 
college during 
2009-2010.

Source: WAICU research 
archives

her family to attend college, and she said 
family members are taking a keen interest 
in her college career. “They’re excited and 
proud—I get a lot of support from my 
family,” she said. “Attending college is 
helping me set an example for my sisters.”

For the past three years, Marisela has 
worked as a student caller as part of 
Lakeland’s annual phoneathon. It gives 
current Lakeland students the chance to 
call Lakeland alumni, share what’s happen-
ing on campus, and ask for their fi nancial 
support. For Marisela, the work is a way 
for her to give back to the program that is 

making her college education possible.

“I’m fortunate also to receive a scholarship 
that was created through the generosity 
of one of Lakeland’s graduates,” Marisela 
said. “I enjoy calling Lakeland alumni and 
sharing my story and telling them about 
everything that’s happening on campus. 
It’s neat to hear them get excited about the 
changes since they graduated, and hear 
some of their memories.”

Marisela is a natural for the call team, 
because she’s drawn to people. “I want to 
work in a career where I can help people,” 

she explained. “That’s one of the benefi ts 
of going to school at Lakeland. It’s a small 
campus, and if you need help with some-
thing, even if the person you ask can’t help 
you, they’ll direct you to someone who 
can.”
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Join the fi ght to 
protect the Wisconsin 
Tuition Grant along 
with fi nancial aid for 
all Wisconsin college 
students.  Find out 

more at ProtectFinancialAid.com.


