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Edgewood student writes her own script with the WTG

First-generation student pursues bright future at Carroll

Antonio Soto, a 
nursing major at 
Carroll University, 
is the fi rst in his 
family to attend col-
lege, thanks to the 
Wisconsin Tuition 
Grant. 

Antonio, a sopho-
more from Milwau-
kee, learned about 
the WTG through 
Marissa Romero, his 
mentor and teacher’s 
aide at Riverside 
High School.  He was 
encouraged by his parents 
and Marissa, who helped him 
with the application process 
for several Wisconsin col-
leges he was considering.

Antonio chose Carroll for 
its nursing program and 
fi nancial aid package.  In ad-
dition to the WTG, Antonio 
received a Wal-Mart College 

Success 
Award his 
freshman 
year.  The 
award 
provides 15 
scholarships 
to fi rst-gen-
eration col-
lege students 
for their fi rst 
two years 
of school.  
These 

students have 
an academic 
adviser, an ad-

ditional faculty adviser, and 
peer mentors to help them 
succeed in college.

continued on page 2

Kat Gatewood has 
just fi nished a two-
week run as Angelo 
in Shakespeare’s The 
Comedy of Errors, 
but her busy pace 
on campus hasn’t 
slowed much with 
the close of the fi nal 
performance.  “Col-
lege life is hectic.  
I’m just trying to 
stay on top of it the 
best I can.” 

The sophomore 
English major 
has made herself a home at 
Edgewood College—and like 
the other “theatre people” on 

campus, considers the Green 
Room of the Regina Theatre 
the place to stay connected.  

The room 
serves 
multiple 
functions: 
makeup 
room for 
perfor-
mances, 
class 
space, and 
clubhouse.  
“Theatre 
is about 
ensemble 

work—like 
an athletic 
team; you’re 

a family. We’re all weird and 
different in our own way, but 

Kat Gatewood, of Madison, has made a home for herself in 
the theatre department at Edgewood College.

WTG

Antonio Soto, of Milwaukee, was inspired to become a 
nurse after accompanying his grandmother to her doctor.
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we come together for a common purpose and a 
common goal.”

She’s also grateful for the fi nancial aid—includ-
ing the Wisconsin Tuition Grant—that makes 
an Edgewood College education possible.  She 
says she was a good student in high school, but 
doesn’t have parents with deep pockets.  Kat 
says she’s doing this—putting herself through 
school—independently, without the help of 
family.  She says she “earns it” by doing well as a 
student, and by giving back.  

She also sees the advantages of a smaller col-
lege environment.  She tells of friends at other 
schools with lecture-style classes with hundreds 
of students.  That’s not her style.  “I’m apprecia-
tive of the one-on-one attention we benefi t from 
here at Edgewood,” she says.

That one-on-one interaction with her professors 
will lead to a literary career, Kat predicts, a career 
that’s already underway.  “I love writing,” she 
says.  “I want to be able to write plays, novels, 
and poetry books, which I’m working on now.”  
Classes keep her busy, so the personal writing, 
and completing that fi rst poetry book, will wait 
for now.  

Today, she’s fi nishing up the details of a trip 
with her fellow students to London, as part of 
a London theatre and art history class.  She’s 
handling some last-minute challenges and is, of 
course, in a hurry.  “It’s going to be great.  I’m 
going to learn and soak up everything I can.  I’m 
very excited to go.”  England is a long way from 
the Green Room, but you get the feeling that 
we may read about it one day, courtesy of poet, 
playwright, and novelist Kat Gatewood. 

WTG Achievers                                                                                                         Page 2 • January 2010

Kat Gatewood continued from page 1

Alverno College Milwaukee
Beloit College Beloit

Cardinal Stritch University Milwaukee
Carroll University Waukesha
Carthage College Kenosha

Concordia University Wisconsin Mequon
Edgewood College Madison

Lakeland College Sheboygan
Lawrence University Appleton
Marian University Fond du Lac

Marquette University Milwaukee
Milwaukee Institute of Art & Design Milwaukee
Milwaukee School of Engineering Milwaukee

Mount Mary College Milwaukee
Northland College Ashland

Ripon College Ripon
St. Norbert College De Pere

Silver Lake College Manitowoc
Viterbo University La Crosse

Wisconsin Lutheran College Milwaukee

 

In Fall 2009, 
Wisconsin’s private 
colleges enrolled 

8,447 freshmen—
the largest freshmen 
class this decade.  

Source: 
WAICU research archives 

Nursing was the right major for Antonio 
because of his desire to reach out to the 
Hispanic community and his experi-
ences with his grandmother.  In 2000, his 
non-English-speaking grandmother was 
diagnosed with breast cancer and Antonio 
accompanied her to doctors’ appointments 
as an interpreter.

Although he has favorites among his 
courses, his passion for nursing pushes 
him to succeed in them all.

When he’s not in class, Antonio is the ser-
geant at arms for Carroll’s Latin American 

Student Organization.  Throughout the 
year, LASO hosts dinners with Latino mo-
tivational guest speakers, performs com-
munity service, and organizes fund-raising 
and other special events.

Through Carroll’s Hispanic Nursing Proj-
ect, Antonio tutors 11th graders at Wauke-
sha South High School in several subjects.  
The HNP is an academic support program 
funded through a Nursing Workforce 
Diversity Grant from the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services, Health Re-
sources and Services Administration.  This 
program prepares students who have an 

educationally or economically disadvan-
taged background for a career in nursing.

Last summer, Antonio attended a National 
Association for Hispanic Nurses conven-
tion to network with professionals and 
learn more about the nursing profession.  
After graduation, he plans to work in the 
fi eld, then pursue his doctoral degree.  He 
wants to research Hispanic populations 
and the disparities they face.

Once again the Wisconsin Tuition Grant 
has proven invaluable in educating the 
next generation of Wisconsin citizens.
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