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Marian mom hits the books again for better future

WTG helps Carroll student pursue his goals and dreams

When Justin Suel-
fl ow was growing 
up in Menomonee 
Falls, he was always 
exposed to comput-
ers and technology. 
His uncle is a soft-
ware engineer who 
worked for the Na-
tional Aeronautics 
and Space Admin-
istration (NASA).  
Inspired by his 
uncle’s experience, 
Justin always planned 
to become a software 
engineer, too, because 
he believes that technology 
and computers play a signifi -
cant role in all facets of life.  
He especially wants to see his 
future designs help others.

Despite these goals, deciding 
to attend college was diffi cult 
for Justin, and for a while, he 
also considered joining the 
U.S. Marine Corps.  Several 

of Justin’s 
friends 
talked about 
their experi-
ences and 
the team 
aspect of 
the Marines.  
This closely 
bonded 
group was 
exactly 
what Justin 
wanted.  

Meanwhile, 
his parents 
encouraged 

him to go to college. Eventu-
ally, Justin realized that going 
to college was a better fi t for 
his life.

continued on page 2

Megan Francis took 
losing her job as the 
perfect sign it was 
time to fi nish her 
degree.

A friend suggested 
Marian, so Megan 
applied online and 
eventually enrolled 
in the social work  
program. Since Me-
gan lives near Fond 
du Lac, she feels 
that Marian Uni-
versity is a great 
fi t for her life, as 
it allows her to continue her 
education while still raising 
her family. 

Megan says the  process of 
applying and getting accept-
ed to Marian University was 

“all-around 
supportive,” 
thanks to 
Marian’s 
Center for 
Academic 
Support & 
Excellence 
(CASE). 
“Applying 
was easy 
and the 
CASE offi ce 
helped me 

to transfer 
previous 
credits and 

assisted in setting up an advi-
sor from my major.”

Fond du Lac native Megan Francis credits help from Marian 
University for her succesful return to college.
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Justin Suelfl ow of Menomonee Falls wants to design better 
technology to improve lives.
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As a nontraditional returning student, Megan 
felt welcomed, as Marian’s faculty and students 
made her feel comfortable in the community, 
“The First-Year Program and my student mentor 
showed me the resources and activities at Marian 
that alleviated my nervousness and helped me 
get involved.”

Megan’s passion for social work stems from her 
volunteer work in Fond du Lac.  She currently 
volunteers at a local domestic abuse shelter and 
for a crisis hotline.  This experience has really 
helped Megan to fi nd her passion.  “I really like 
helping others, and by becoming a social work 
major, I feel like I am working toward making a 
difference in the community, before and after I 
graduate.”

Megan’s return to college was not easy, as fi nanc-
es were tight due to her being laid off and being 

a single-parent. “The Wisconsin Tuition Grant 
was a signifi cant part of my return to college.  
The grant helped me to buy all of my textbooks, 
as well as afford my fi rst laptop computer.”

After graduation, Megan hopes to join a non-
profi t agency in Fond du Lac and work with 
domestic abuse victims, in addition to going on 
to graduate school. 

When asked her advice for other returning stu-
dents, Megan urged them to fulfi ll their passions 
and go on to school.  “I was so nervous at fi rst 
because I was a returning student and I thought 
that I couldn’t do it.  The college community 
really helped me to feel comfortable and allowed 
me to focus on my future.”  Megan especially
recommends a school like Marian University 
that, as she so aptly puts it, “lets you discover 
yourself and your goals.”
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Alverno College Milwaukee
Beloit College Beloit

Cardinal Stritch University Milwaukee
Carroll University Waukesha
Carthage College Kenosha

Concordia University Wisconsin Mequon
Edgewood College Madison

Lakeland College Sheboygan
Lawrence University Appleton
Marian University Fond du Lac

Marquette University Milwaukee
Milwaukee Institute of Art & Design Milwaukee
Milwaukee School of Engineering Milwaukee

Mount Mary College Milwaukee
Northland College Ashland

Ripon College Ripon
St. Norbert College De Pere

Silver Lake College Manitowoc
Viterbo University La Crosse

Wisconsin Lutheran College Milwaukee

In 2007-08, 
Wisconsin’s twenty 
private colleges and 
universities provided 

more than $280 
million in scholarships 

and grants to their 
students—four 

times more than all 
government grant aid 
programs combined.

Source: 
National Center for 
Education Statistics

But he still wanted to be a part of a team.
When he looked at schools, Justin was 
immediately attracted to the collaborative 
aspects of Carroll University’s computer 
science program and the fi nancial aid 
package Carroll offered. That’s also how 
he found out about the Wisconsin Tuition 
Grant.

“Other colleges I looked at did not have 
the same type of technology-based 
program, and they didn’t offer the depth 
I wanted,” Justin explained.  His Car-
roll University classmates, who want to 
improve computer programs for the blind, 

encourage him in his interests to design 
better technology.

While Justin stays busy with his school-
work, he is even busier with other campus 
activities.  He is a resident assistant in 
student housing, treasurer for the Carroll 
Activities Board, and an athletics facilities 
fellow.  He also pitches for the intramural 
softball team.

Currently a sophomore, Justin is minor-
ing in business and communication, but 
he would like bachelor’s degrees in those 
fi elds as well, in addition to computer sci-

ence.  “I set my goals high,” he said.  After 
graduation, he would like to be a software 
engineer for a large technology corpora-
tion.

In the meantime, Justin is very grateful 
for the opportunity to gain knowledge 
and experience at Carroll University.  
“The Wisconsin Tuition Grant and other 
fi nancial aid really made the difference,” 
he said.  “Without it, I don’t know that I 
would be able to be here.”  In the future, 
Justin will be using his Carroll education 
and software skills to make life better for 
others.
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