
Lexi Dittrich isn’t sure what her life will be like in five years or 10 
years, but she does know that it will involve helping others. 

“I don’t know what that will look like. It might be work in gov-
ernment or global advocacy. But I want to help people to have 
richer, better lives,” said Lexi of Oconomowoc. 

The sophomore is studying communications at Alverno College, 
a Milwaukee college that attracted her while she was still in high 
school because of its personalized learning style and its small class 
sizes. 

In addition to a Wisconsin Grant, Lexi received the Vanguard Scholar-
ship, Alverno’s top merit scholarship, and the Doherty Scholarship, which 
recognizes students with potential for strong scholarly accomplishment, the 
ability to collaborate, and an understanding of oneself as a learner.

“Alverno fit everything I wanted. It’s an inviting community that’s rich in culture and has a focus on service,” she 
said.

It’s her passion for others that drives her. And it’s likely a value instilled in her by her number one role model, her 
mom.

Natalie Busalacchi, a senior in Marquette University’s college of nursing, soon will be the first person in her family 
to graduate from college. 

A native of Oconomowoc, Wisconsin, Natalie is a nursing major. Natalie believes her 
Marquette degree will be not only a gateway into the working world, but also 
an opportunity to further her education. 

After graduating, Natalie plans to practice as a registered nurse 
with a focus in veteran-centered care. She is also interested in 
continuing her education by attending graduate school to earn 
a master’s degree in a specialized field of nursing. 

“Natalie Busalacchi is an exceptional nursing student,” said 
Dr. Kerry Kosmoski-Goepfert, R.N., associate dean and associ-
ate clinical professor in the College of Nursing. “She is intel-
ligent, determined, and compassionate in all that she does and 
therefore is respected by the faculty, colleagues, and the nursing 
staff and patients with whom she works. Natalie is truly deserving 
of the Wisconsin Grant award.” 

Natalie says that her sights were always set on attending Marquette. 
“When I first looked at Marquette, I felt the sense 
of community and passion from Marquette staff 
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Alverno College sophomore dedicated to 
helping others

WG enables Marquette student to be the first member of her family to earn a 
college degree
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Lexi’s family members face life with several health issues. Her brother has severe hemophilia, and her sister 
has several health issues, including Asperger syndrome and a sensory processing disorder. Lexi, herself, has 
a heart condition called mitral valve prolapse, which isn’t life-threatening, but it has inspired her to focus on 
good nutrition and exercise.

Her mom, Barb Dittrich, founded a faith-based nonprofit organization called Snappin’ Ministries, which 
provides support and encouragement to parents of children with special needs. “She has been through so 
much hardship but continues to focus on helping others and our family. She has strength, courage, and 
resilience,” Lexi said. “She inspires me to be my best.” 

That focus on others might even be combined one day with her love of Japan. Her childhood fascination 
with Japanese anime has evolved into a love of the Japanese language and culture. 

She spends much of her free time with Alverno’s international students from Japan, absorbing as much 
knowledge of the country as she can. And she plans to study abroad there, starting in the fall of 2017.

When she is not studying and practicing her Japanese, Lexi is an avid sewer and enjoys learning hip hop 
dances. She works in the Alverno Library and is involved with Alverno’s Team Green, a student group 
that educates fellow students about how to be eco-friendly. She also is civically engaged and is an election 
worker.

No matter where she ends up in five or 10 years from now, Lexi is always open to new adventures and the 
possibilities they may hold.

“I want to leave as many doors open right now as possible,” she said.
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and students campus wide,” Natalie says. “I was also lucky to have been accepted at a university that offered direct admission into a specific 
college such as nursing.” This meant that she could begin working toward her nursing degree without delay and without the uncertainty that 
arises when there is no decision until your Sophomore year.

Natalie has gone above and beyond to get involved in her campus and her community. She has been a member of the Sigma Theta Tau Inter-
national Honor Society of Nursing since her junior year. She is also a member of the Marquette University Student Nurses Association and 
enjoys participating in nursing activities on and off campus. 

She is a member of the Veteran Affairs Nursing Academic Partnership (VANAP) and was chosen this past summer to work as a Veteran Affairs 
Learning Opportunity Residency (VALOR) student at the VA Medical Center in Milwaukee. Natalie has enjoyed many hours volunteering at 
Penfield Children’s Center and Epic Community Center Organization. 

With the help of the Wisconsin Grant and other sources of financial aid, Natalie was not only able to afford the college education she wanted, 
but she can now continue on the path of being a life-long learner and make a difference for others in the community.
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high school. Currently, 

42 percent of 
Wisconsinites hold an 
associates degree or 

higher. 
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